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Malaika: So let's just start with some general conversation. Who are you? What do you 
do, what have you done for work?  

Bob Kadwell: Well, let's see, who am I? My name is Robert Kadwell. I live here at 1111 
Sheridan Avenue. I've lived here for 46 years, 45 years, something like that. I'd 
have to do the math to actually figure it out because we do have kind of a 
dispute.  

Laura Kadwell: We moved in in '73.  

Bob Kadwell: Okay. I keep thinking we moved in in '72. So anyway, we've lived here for a long 
time. We moved here from a home that was located right near the corner of 
Lowry and Irving Avenue North. My reason for coming to Minneapolis, we 
moved here and my wife was pregnant with her first child, or our first child. I 
came here to go to graduate school at the university in the geology department 
at the U. And for work I primarily did environmental engineering related work. 
And since about 2005, I've been selling real estate as I got out of that business.   

Malaika: What made you choose Minnesota for grad school?  

Bob Kadwell: Well that was purely practical. Most geology departments around the country, 
there were several that did not, but most geology departments around the 
country required specialty exams in geology. And since I wanted to come to 
graduate school in geology, there was an issue with that because where I did my 
undergraduate work, I did it at the Missouri School of Mines at Rolla, Missouri 
and the specialty exam in geology was biased towards the east coast. And so 
because of that I really didn't think I had a real good chance of getting financial 
aid and so on, so forth at a school that required the specialty exams. So I took 
the graduate records and did okay in that. And then I focused on schools that 
didn't require that aspect of the GRE and selected Minnesota out of a pot of 
about a three because I got a decent financial aid package coming here. And so 
on. 

Malaika: And so then you moved here, you moved into the house on Lowry and then you 
moved into this house currently?  

Bob Kadwell: Yes.  

Malaika: What were you looking for in a house when you were choosing this one?  

Bob Kadwell: One that was inexpensive because we were looking, we were renting, we 
wanted to...  

Laura Kadwell: No, we weren't renting. 
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Bob Kadwell: Well, we were renting in D.C. 

Laura Kadwell: Oh, in DC. I thought you meant when we chose this house. Sorry. 

Bob Kadwell: No, we we're renting previous to coming here and we're wanted to look for a 
place that would be about the same as paying rent and we found it. I had the 
advantage of the GI bill as well, so that financed part of my education, but we 
wound up financing the house FHA and not through the GI Bill. So we found the 
house and it was also located not too far from some friends that we had when I 
was in the service. I was stationed at Fort Belvoir, Virginia during Vietnam from 
1966 to 1968. And a friend of ours lived however many blocks, you know, 10, 15 
blocks away they lived. So that was our motivation for moving there and then 
when we realized, there was an issue of deciding. I really wanted to teach 
college, it was part of my reason for coming here, or reasons for grad school. 
And the issue became, there was, the bottom fell out of the college teaching 
market when I was going to be about ready to get out. And so she was staying 
home with our, well actually at that time, both kids.  

Laura Kadwell: When we moved here, it was two kids, yeah.   

Bob Kadwell: We decided that instead of going elsewhere to teach, it looked like we would 
stay here and I would "find a real job". So I did find a "real job" and wanted, 
with the two kids, we wanted a bigger house. So we knew about this 
neighborhood through some friends. Actually friends she had largely met 
through the League of Women Voters. And we drove by the house one night, 
we knew it was going to be coming up for sale, we drove by at one night, 
decided we liked it. We talked to the owners and we only wound up buying it. 
Moving here and then we haven't moved since. 

Malaika: So you knew a little bit about the neighborhood through your connections. 
What did you know about the neighborhood?  

Bob Kadwell: Well, we knew that it was a, at least, residential-wise, that it was an integrated 
neighborhood, which is one of the things that we wanted, particularly with all 
the things that had been going on in the sixties and continued to go on and so 
on and so forth. We felt it was really important that our kids grow up 
recognizing that there were more than white people around.  So that was one of 
the primary motivations. But in addition to that we knew or recognized from 
having looked around at various homes in various parts of the city that we could 
get more house for our money here than elsewhere. And given the fact that we 
didn't have a lot of money since I was just getting, actually I was in the process 
of, in a sense, leaving grad school. But my intention was to finish up, while I was 
working because we had to have an income, because of the family and so on 
and so forth. So we moved here and I stayed registered at grad school. I finished 
all my coursework and passed my prelims and stuff for my doctor's degree. 
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Moved here and I can't say that in 40-something years we've been here that 
we've regretted moving into the neighborhood.   

Malaika: Can you describe a little bit to me what the house was like when you first 
moved here? Did you have to do any sort of construction?  

Bob Kadwell: It was sort of a fixer upper, that part of the kitchen ceiling, this between us and 
the stove was falling down. The plaster was falling down there, then a leakage in 
the bathroom. So that was falling down, it seriously needed paint. The carpeting 
was just a wreck, in fact there was a worn place around the area in front of the 
fireplace where... 

Laura Kadwell: Actually it went this way 

Bob Kadwell: Oh, that way. Right. Okay.   

Laura Kadwell: There was a person who paced, we found out later.  

Bob Kadwell: They paced back and forth. And that was the owners before the people that we 
bought it from. The people that we bought it from had moved to this 
neighborhood and they were a white couple and they had adopted black 
children. And they had one, that's right. It was the only one I think.  

Laura Kadwell: They had four biological children and the one adopted black kid. 

Bob Kadwell: Right. That's right. That's right. Thank you. And, anyway, they had moved here 
because of the kind of family they had. And for some reason or other, they 
decided they wanted to move out to, out of town, out to the Shakopee area. So 
they moved out there and lived there for years and years. And I guess he's still 
alive, but his wife is dead. Right?  

Malaika: What about your neighbors who, you said it was an integrated neighborhood, so 
what were the people like when you first moved in?  

Bob Kadwell: When we first moved here, it was a black family that lived there. This house was 
vacant. Wasn't it? 

Laura Kadwell: No, the Reynolds' lived there.  

Bob Kadwell: Oh, that's right, that's right.   

Laura Kadwell: They were also African American. They had a couple of children, I don't 
remember exactly how many. 
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Bob Kadwell: Then there were the Witsons, which are on the other side of this house, which 
was also a black family. Who lived in Vicky and...? 

Laura Kadwell: Hansons'.  

Bob Kadwell: No, no, no. Vicky and. 

Laura Kadwell: Oh, where Jens and Sue are now? I have no idea. I can't remember who that 
was either. 

Bob Kadwell: I can't remember who that was. But they were white family that lived there, 
weren't they? I believe. And Bob Yellowhand, I can't remember when they 
moved in, whether he was here.  

Laura Kadwell: Which was also a black family. 

Bob Kadwell: Was Ossie? 

Laura Kadwell: I think Ossie was there.  

Bob Kadwell: Ossie was there. She's no longer there, but the house on the corner.  

Laura Kadwell: The one that we all want to buy.  

Bob Kadwell: So I know there would have been like a white family here, a black family there, a 
white family across the street. Then there was another white family across the 
street, next down from that. And then, that was Derris that lived in that house.  

Laura Kadwell: Alfreda's house was, I think empty when we moved in.  

Bob Kadwell: Okay, that could be.  

Laura Kadwell: Then the one next to her, where Roberts' are, was Lou De Mars. But he wasn't 
here when we were there. Roberts' had moved in before we moved in.  

Bob Kadwell: Right, right, right. That's right. And then, I don't know who was in Cottman's 
house. 

Laura Kadwell: I don't either. 

Bob Kadwell: So racially it was mixed in terms of residential, but we were never really able to 
socially integrate the neighborhood, I don't think. I don't think that ever 
occurred in the whole time that we have been here. The closest that came was 
the McGlory's next door here. The Robinsons' over here was a different kind of 
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family. They would throw their dirty diapers over our back fence and there was 
always a challenge with them. So they lived there for a long time.  

Laura Kadwell: They were there when we moved in and they were foreclosed upon during the 
housing crisis in '08 or '09, somewhere along in there. They've been gone, 
maybe not quite that long. They've been gone about five or six years I'd say.  

Bob Kadwell: So they lived there a long time.  

Laura Kadwell: But the most interesting part about that family, I think sociologically, is that 
while we had two generations here, they had four. The woman who was the 
mother when we moved in was the great-grandmother, well she had actually 
died by the time they left. But all four generations, the girls just had babies right 
away. And it was kind of sad actually because you could see. The part that was 
the saddest is that when the kids were really little, they would come over and 
we would have conversations. And they would pick flowers or weed the yard. 
There were a couple of boys who cleaned up in the back and we paid them for it 
and stuff like that. And then of course as they got older, it was... 

Bob Kadwell: Well, we took them a few times to the Children's Theater.  

Laura Kadwell: Yea we took them to a couple of events.  

Bob Kadwell: The other thing about that and to follow up on that is I remember that one, well 
she's a young woman now. But she was over here. She said she wanted to be a 
lawyer or a doctor and that she was going to stay in school. We had a 
conversation, a lot of them dropped out. A lot of the kids dropped out of high 
school. And she, this young woman had a conversation. What was her name?  

Laura Kadwell: I can't remember.  

Bob Kadwell: Anyway, I guess it doesn't matter, but she had a conversation with a neighbor 
behind us who was married to an African American man and she was white. And 
she said she was determined that she was not going to drop out of school and 
she was going to stay in school and she had indicated to us that she wanted to 
be either a lawyer or a doctor or whatever. And ultimately she wound up 
dropping high school. And so that was a very... 

Laura Kadwell: We learned a lot. Actually, I want to tell the story about Harold. I think this is a 
fascinating story. There was a young man who lived next door. This goes back at 
least 30 years, probably 35 years.  

Bob Kadwell: Goes back into the eighties.  
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Laura Kadwell: Yeah. And he, we know he didn't have work. Bob had a job at his company that 
he worked for that was an unskilled job. And so we thought, well the best thing 
to do would be not to just approach him directly but to talk to... They went to 
Community Covenant Church. And so we talked to the minister and he gave Bob 
some ideas about how to approach Harold. And Bob had a couple of meetings 
with Harold at the coffee shop and this and that. And Harold was really 
interested, Bob took him out to the... 

Bob Kadwell: He was 18 or 19 at the time. 

Laura Kadwell: Took him out to the place of business and introduced them to people. They 
talked about how he was going to get to work. They talked about the clothes, so 
that he would have the right clothes and how was he going to... I mean Bob 
really I think did certainly everything we could think of to do, to pave the way if 
you will. And you know where the story is going. The day arrived and he didn't 
show up at work.  

Bob Kadwell: Yeah. He was gonna get himself to work the first day because I expected to, I 
didn't expect, I asked him. I said, ‘I'll be happy to take you to work.’ 'No, that's 
all right. I'll get there myself.' And so I get to work and wind up being totally 
embarrassed because he never showed up. Never called.  

Laura Kadwell: And a couple of days later you finally got a hold of him, as I recall, correct me if 
I'm wrong. And he said he didn't have a way to get there. And it just, I think for 
me, and I'll just speak for me. That was when I began to appreciate how really 
deep the alienation from the mainstream can be and how difficult it is for 
somebody who has been separated from the workforce or separated from what 
you might call a trajectory of going to school and going to work. And so on, the 
middle class way, if you will. How difficult it is to make that transition. And I had 
a friend at the time who was a social worker and she said one of the hard parts 
is what does he say to his friends at the end of the day? Yeah. Yeah. That was 
something, of course I'd never thought about.  

Bob Kadwell: And unfortunately he actually wound up getting accidentally shot. He wasn't 
involved in anything, but he wound up getting accidentally shot and because of 
that he had a permanent disability. And he ultimately moved out of the house 
and moved over to St. Paul. We would periodically see him and have 
conversation with him and so on. And then, I mean, another sad incident was 
one of the younger kids that we had taken to the Children's Theater, also was 
shot. He got killed. So we went to his funeral down here at Estes. It was at Estes 
Funeral Home, you know where it is. You've been to Pilot City. So anyway, 
there've been, you know, ups and downs in the neighborhood. So anyway, I 
guess that's enough of those two stories.  

Laura Kadwell: Are you okay here or do you need to put your foot up?  



 

A People’s History of the Homewood Neighborhood – Bob and Laura Kadwell 

Bob Kadwell: I'm going to need to periodically get up. You know, and that's fine. I'll just get up 
and tool around as long as you don't mind.  

Malaika: No, not at all. So in these last couple of stories and talking about your neighbors, 
it seems like there is, you all at least, had this very driven sense of 
neighborliness - that you should know your neighbors, that you should help out 
your neighbors. Was that widespread across the community and your time 
here?  

Bob Kadwell: It was among the young white couples that moved here. You probably met Bev 
and George Roberts, they were here. Art and Rosemary Fraley were here when 
we moved in. When we moved in the Hansens across the street were here. 
When we moved in we developed a cooperative nursery school that we had 
actually located up at, I don't know if it's the Hmong building now. It's on the 
northeast corner, so to speak of Sheridan and Plymouth.  

Laura Kadwell: So there's the new houses and then there's this building next to it. That's where 
the nursery schools was. 

Bob Kadwell: And it’s a kind of yellow brick building. And then there's a new one of those 
cube houses being built next door to it. And then there's an older house next 
door. So, this community, and it wasn't just on Sheridan. It extended. We had 
really close friends and people that went to the nursery school on Thomas and 
Vincent and up in Washburn and so on. So there was a whole community of sort 
of pretty much like minded, I would say, people that moved in here. And I don't 
think we all came here for the same reasons, at all. One of the biggest 
attractions was how much house you can get for what you would pay.  

Laura Kadwell: And one thing we haven't talked about I think is, we've talked about like when 
you said there was a community of white people who, you know, really helped 
each other and so on and so forth. The division among education lines I think 
was pretty strong. I mean, I felt like we had good relationships with Ossie, with 
Andrew and Carmita, with educated African American families. But where I 
think the, the breakdown if you will, really happens...  

Bob Kadwell: So in a sense, the whole thing was more economic than cultural. Yeah, it was 
more. I mean, we weren't rich then and we're not rich now but we're certainly 
not uncomfortable. And I've always been able to hold a good job and she's 
always been able to hold a good job and so on and so forth. So we were able to 
raise our kids in sort of the traditional Ozzie and Harriet sense, except it was a 
different kind of neighborhood. But that's one of the things that I had always 
felt was really a key factor, was the whole economic division and the economic 
division really was expressed or whatever in terms of, it was more related to 
education as she pointed out. So because people with college degrees at the 
time could get better jobs. There was a social effort we had. We tried, I think, 
and I think we had a very... The cooperative nursery school that we wanted to 
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have, we wanted to have it integrated and it was in a way, but certainly not as 
integrated as we would have wanted it at the time. And that was true of so 
many things in the neighborhood here. So at the same time we're all living 
together, there's not the cohesive social factor going on.  

Malaika: When you were mentioning your neighbors, it sounded like it was almost even 
among racial lines, is that similar along economic or educational lines too or was 
either group in a majority or minority space?  

Laura Kadwell: I think there were more educated people here than there were less educated 
people, let's say. And part of that is, generally speaking, you have to have some 
money to buy a house. This neighborhood, in my view, will always difficult to 
integrate economically at least, because it's all single family homes. It's all big 
single family homes. They require a certain amount of tender loving care. And I, 
we didn't know a lot of families that didn't have the money to buy a house. I 
mean, we didn't pay a whole lot of money for houses, but nevertheless. But the 
house next door, interestingly enough was what they used to call a Section 236 
house, which was a federal program that allowed people that didn't have the 
money to buy a house. So they owned the house next door. I don't remember 
how the program worked and stuff like that, but, you know, it takes a lot to own 
a house. And then to be foreclosed upon 45 or 50 years after you buy it.  

Bob Kadwell: And then there's the other thing. I don't know how to say it. Let me just come 
back to that. I'll come back to that at some point.  

Malaika: Are there particular social or political events that stand out to you since you've 
lived in this community?  

Bob Kadwell: Well, yes. Part of the reason the properties when we bought in the 
neighborhood were as inexpensive as they were compared to elsewhere in the 
city was because of the riots along Plymouth Avenue. We didn't move here until 
1969.  

Laura Kadwell: '73.  

Bob Kadwell: No, into Minneapolis.  

Laura Kadwell: Oh, Minneapolis, I'm sorry.  

Bob Kadwell: So I don't even know if we even heard about the Plymouth Avenue riots until we 
started talking to people about moving into this neighborhood. I realized what I 
was gonna say before there. I don't think there is now and there never has been 
a huge proportion of rental housing in this neighborhood. Now there's more 
rental housing south of Oak Park than there is in the immediate Homewood 
area. There's more rental housing north of Plymouth on streets that are west of 
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Penn, but still not in proportion to where they might be on the east side of 
Penn. More in what we considered the NRRC area at the time. So there was a 
large component of vacant houses in this neighborhood when we moved in. And 
we bought an existing house from an existing family that was in that house, but 
there were a lot of houses that were vacant. Some of them had been foreclosed 
on. So some of them were bought from the banks, some of them were bought 
from HUD at the time. It was a whole variety of things that transpired and went 
on there.  

Bob Kadwell: One of the things that happened to me, the person who owned this house that 
we bought it from had mentioned something about a neighborhood group 
called the Willard-Homewood Organization that had been just recently 
organized and was addressing housing issues in the area. And I got on that 
board, on the Willard-Homewood board. I forget how many years I was on, it 
was as quite a few. Probably seven or eight years I served on that board and 
basically through a lot of efforts on the part of the organization, a lot of things 
housing-wise happened in Willard-Homewood. And Willard-Homewood went 
from Olsen Highway to Golden Valley Road, west to the park and east to Penn. 
And Northside Residents Redevelopment Council covered everything east of 
Penn, pretty much the same kind of...  

Laura Kadwell: That's true, but Willard-Homewood also covered North of Plymouth and went 
east of Penn.  

Bob Kadwell: Oh, that's right. That's right.  

Laura Kadwell: It's an upside down L.  

Bob Kadwell: Yeah, you know more about that than I do. But anyway, there were a lot of 
efforts made and there were a number of housing programs that got started as 
a result of Willard-Homewood's work and NRRC was not in the forefront of that 
at all. One of the things, a group of people decided to as an offshoot of the 
Willard-Homewood organization start a, what's it called? The vacant housing 
taskforce. And they went around and looked at all of these vacant properties. 
The main concept behind the Willard-Homewood organization at that time was 
rehabbing homes and not tearing them down. If you had one that was so bad 
that it had to be torn down, well, so be it. But every effort was made to keep 
the original housing stock. And this vacant housing taskforce, I forget how many, 
there probably were five to six years or thereabouts when they were making 
most of their effort. The numbers that I remember as a board member, there 
were like 135 vacant houses in that area that we described at the beginning and 
then when the vacant housing taskforce was done, there was one. As a result of 
their work, Bev Roberts was on that committee. Jenny Downy I think was on...  

Laura Kadwell: I was on that committee. And Jim Sundholm. 
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Bob Kadwell: Yeah, and Karen was from the Housing Authority. But we were working together 
with the Housing Authority who was working with HUD. So that what would 
happen, a lot of these HUD homes instead of going direct to buyers, went to the 
Housing Authority and then the housing authority had to figure out ways to 
dispose of these. Basically, there were, sort of three as I recall, three levels. 
There was one program that was basically, if you can sell the house, you know 
as is, and somebody can fix it up and it's a reasonable deal. There was that, 
which is kind of a market rate approach. Then there was an intermediate 
approach where, like our neighbors, I believe, over here. When they bought 
their house, they bought it through the second one where basically the housing 
authority would have an appraisal done and then they would sell the house for 
the appraisal minus the estimated rehab costs. And then if the estimated rehab 
costs were more than the cost of what the house could be sold for, a lot of 
those houses there was write-down money that came through the city, that 
came through various programs, HUD, et cetera. And those were rehabbed 
largely by Project for Pride in Living and Jim and HC Gillic.  

Laura Kadwell: Right. But you forgot the Urban Homestead program.  

Bob Kadwell: Well I was getting to that. And then there was another program that actually 
was an idea that I think was spawned out of conversations with people in 
Baltimore as I recall. We called it the Urban Homestead Program and its alias, 
the dollar house. So if a house was, you know, you could still live in and some of 
those properties were put out there under that Urban Homestead Program. And 
those were sold by lottery, by and large. In other words, open houses would be 
scheduled, people would go look at them and if they liked it then they would 
put their name in the pot and then there would be a drawing. And whoever got 
it, got the house for a buck.  

Laura Kadwell: You can sit here and practically see from our window four houses that were in 
those programs. They were really active programs in the late 70s, mid to late 
70s. 

Bob Kadwell: Yep, through about '78 I think, '79, it would be the very late seventies. But 
anyway, money for various reasons started drying up. The City of Minneapolis 
took a different approach to the Housing Authority and I'm not exactly sure 
when that occurred, but the Housing Authority was a separate entity, had a 
separate board of directors, separate funding. It was different from, it was part 
of the city, but it was a separate entity in itself. And as a result, was not totally 
politicized by the City Council. At some point that Minneapolis City Council 
decided to eliminate the Housing Authority. I think it was when a lot of the HUD 
money dried up that they eliminated the Housing Authority and the Housing 
Authority became a committee of the City Council. And of course that politicizes 
the whole scenario to a really, really significant degree.  
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Bob Kadwell: So I guess that sort of, more or less describes that work. And like I said, I 
participated in those activities. She was on a citywide committee for CDBG 
funding, city block grant funds. I don't know if you're familiar with that historical 
event. But that lasted for four years maybe, because I served on two 
committees, I think she served on one. And the citywide committee really made 
decisions then about how to, where to put money. A lot of money went to the 
neighborhood organizations: NRRC, Willard-Homewood, Philips Neighborhood 
Association, Camden, and Hawthorne, Jordan. There were a lot of neighborhood 
associations. And then specific projects. We evaluated projects that would have 
rehabbed brownstones in Minneapolis. In my recollection, it was about a 40 or 
50 member committee all broken down into smaller groups and it was 
residents, people from all over the city. And it wasn't politicians, it was more of 
the grassroots people. And that was a good time for progress, if you will, in 
housing. And there were also other groups. I also served on the Camden area, or 
the North, what was called the North Area Planning Council. And that included 
everything in North Minneapolis. We looked at a lot, not only housing issues, we 
looked at economic development. We looked at a whole bunch of different 
things. During that time period, I guess there were times when I had a meeting 
every night till 10:30 or whatever.    

Malaika: Can you help me parse out a kind of the chicken or the egg here? So with the 
vacant housing taskforce, did that start and then you started partnering with 
the city on all of these programs, or was the city first?  

Bob Kadwell: No, we had been partnering, Willard-Homewood Organization had been 
partnering with the Housing Authority and the city prior to that.  

Laura Kadwell: The Willard-Homewood Organization was technically a project area committee 
which was created by the Housing Authority. I mean it needed people in the 
community to actually lead it and so on. But there was an official relationship 
where we advised the Housing Authority on decisions. We provided the 
required, it was federally required.  

Bob Kadwell: Public participation. I'm glad you pointed that out, I forgot about the PGA 
aspect. And NRRC was as well. 

Laura Kadwell: Yeah, I know less about exactly what the relationship was with NRRC. But, this 
was an official project area committee, project action committee.  

Bob Kadwell: Area committee.  

Laura Kadwell: For this neighborhood, this community. Wait, I had one other thing. Oh, and 
people had to be elected to the board, they had to be. That was a federal 
requirement. Oh and the vacant housing taskforce was actually, it was a task 
force of the Willard-Homewood Organization.  
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Bob Kadwell: Like a sub-committee.  

Laura Kadwell: It was not mandated by anything, but that was a creation of the organization to 
provide the information it needed to make good decisions, make good 
recommendations to the Housing Authority.  

Malaika: In working with Housing Authority, with the city council, how was Homewood or 
Willard-Homewood viewed? And how is that perception similar or different to 
your perception of this community?  

Bob Kadwell: I think both. Well I think the city, I think the Housing Authority, and I think as 
well many other neighborhood groups had a lot of respect for that Willard-
Homewood Organization. It was led by Van White originally, prior to when he 
became a city council member, the first African American member of 
Minneapolis City Council. In fact, Van White Boulevard down by Heritage Park is 
named after him. And he was a big person, but he was also a big person. He was 
physically big. He had a lot of presence, but I don't think, I'm trying to think 
back. I cannot remember a time when I was at a meeting with him where he 
ever got angry. He was always soft spoken. He certainly had strong opinions and 
was willing to express them. I really considered him a very good and positive 
leader of the organization. And he led that organization for a long time. I don't 
know if that clears up your question, it goes a little bit past what you asked. 

Malaika: Can you talk to me about any recent changes, maybe in the last 10 or so years 
that you've seen in this neighborhood?  

Bob Kadwell: Well, 10 years would take us back to 2008. So I guess I would prefer to go back 
to 2006, roughly. That was the beginning of the end for the housing crunch. We 
had our house appraised at that time and my recollection is the appraisal came 
in at $327,000. And right now the value of the house right now is around let's 
say between $250,000 and $280,000 somewhere. Now that's after many years 
of recovering after the housing crash. Now this neighborhood, the property 
values didn't drop as low, they still haven't recovered to the 2006 levels, but 
they didn't drop as low as the rest of the Northside. That was huge for the 
neighborhood because now we have a new batch and I don't think the number 
is totally dissimilar in terms of vacant houses and any number of homes were 
foreclosed on. They were foreclosed on, they were foreclosed on. There were a 
number of houses in the immediate area that were foreclosed on. Partly, some 
of the houses here were affected because people were taking equity out of their 
homes. So some people had lived here for a long time, got stuck in that. So it 
wasn't just like, you know, new first time buyers or whatever in our immediate 
neighborhood. Further north many more first time buyers got really hammered 
there. For whatever reason, predatory realtors really hone in on the Northside 
for some reason or other. I mean, in the neighborhood we originally lived up 
around Lowry Avenue there, there were realtors bringing straw buyers in. They 
had phony deals with appraisers, on and on. And so these properties were going 
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for you know, ridiculous prices. The banks were not paying attention and 
ultimately we had the housing crisis. So that had a huge impact on the 
neighborhood. So since that time, there's been a gradual influx of newer people. 
Many of whom, I don't know what the ratio is, but many of whom were white. 
So as a result, I think there's been some socioeconomic change in the 
neighborhood. Actually in terms of economic upward people moving into the 
neighborhood. Whereas during the Willard-Homewood era the programs were 
such and our whole scope was for affordable housing. So there were a lot of, it 
was more mixed income people that were moving in. So that has changed the 
neighborhood. We've gotten old and younger people are moving in. We have 
young people over here, we have a young couple over here behind you. Let's 
see.  

Laura Kadwell: Well, there's a young couple in the Stantons' house. There's a couple on the 
corner across from...behind us, well behind us and down a little bit. 

Bob Kadwell: Oh yea, there's Braden, Brandon or whatever. There's a young couple in the 
house where Katie decided to take Frank for a ride and knocked up the side of 
the garage.  

Laura Kadwell: When she was four, six. But in any case, you know, I have a colleague, a work 
colleague who brought me home one time. This is in the early eighties, mid-
eighties. And as he drove into the neighborhood, he said, I thought you said this 
was an integrated neighborhood and I, said it is. And he said, well everbody I 
see here, is black. And I said, well you're right. Everybody you see is black. And 
that woke me up to the notion that there were more African American people 
at that time who were visible in the neighborhood and the white people were 
less visible. I realized two or three years ago I was starting to walk down the 
street and saw white people I didn't know. Which was, that was unheard of for a 
while. And if I go over to the park, there are both African American and white 
children playing there and an occasional Asian family. But you see way more 
white kids at the park than you used to see and Bob pointed out, it's whites who 
are moving into the neighborhood. They've, number one, they figured it out, 
you know, that it's here. And number two, and I don't know the fact of what I'm 
saying, but everybody knows that as a group of African Americans make less 
money than White people and these houses need it. And there aren't the 
programs to get people with lower incomes into housing that there were 30 or 
40 years ago. And frankly, when you got to the point where you said, talking 
about, and I'm not sure what happened why, you know all this fell apart, Ronald 
Reagan got elected. That's what happened. And housing, you know, took a huge 
dive and we're living with the consequences.  

Malaika: What do you think it'll take to preserve the diversity, both racial diversity and 
the kind of economic diversity that you talked about earlier? What kind of 
programs? Or is it people work? Like what's gonna keep that happening in 
Homewood?  
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Bob Kadwell: I'm not optimistic about it happening or continuing to happen because any 
programs, there are basically no programs that exist at the moment. Or very 
few and a lot of the foreclosed properties are being flipped here, you know, and 
it's primarily younger white couples who are taking advantage of that situation. 
And I wouldn't be optimistic about changing that trend because any new 
program is going to take time to get into place and we're already far down this 
other path. Not intentionally, but I mean that's just the way things have 
developed. You have any other?  

Laura Kadwell: I don't think it's possible to integrate the neighborhood economically, because 
of exactly what you said. The programs aren't there, the money's not there to 
maintain single family homes for people. Whether it's possible to keep it 
integrated from a cultural perspective I think is another question.  And it really, I 
found myself thinking it depends and what attracts young African American 
families to this neighborhood. And another just interesting little fact and I don't 
know how this plays into the future because I don't know enough about the 
schools anymore, but when our kids were in elementary and high school, most 
of the African American kids in the neighborhood went to private schools. And 
so, I don't know if that option is still open, but I can tell you that if I were an 
African American family, I would want to be really sure that my kid was going to 
get a good education before I moved. And as we all know, that's a huge 
question mark right now. Obviously there are more charter options and I don't 
know, you know, what they are or whether they're good or not so good for kids' 
education, all that kind of thing. But, that would be my big concern. And schools 
like Blake and Breck and Minnehaha Academy were offering a lot of financial 
assistance to integrate their schools, which I think is a real plus. I don't know if 
that's still the case.  

Bob Kadwell: Yeah, I think what you're saying makes total amount of sense. I mean, their kids, 
they were here. Their kids all went to Blake, Andrew and Carmita's.   

Laura Kadwell: Oh, I'll have to look into that. 

Bob Kadwell: Asia went to North actually, but she's the younger one. But the two boys went 
to Blake and they had scholarships there. But yeah, they went everywhere from 
Blake to...Come on, what's the one? Breck to St. Paul Academy to Minnehaha 
Academy.  

Laura Kadwell: And even the Catholic schools, to Benilde, to Ascension. They didn't go, by and 
large to public schools. And that was difficult for us because it meant that our 
kids were not really integrating with the kids in the neighborhood in the schools.  

Malaika: What schools did your kids go to?  

Laura Kadwell: They got bused because we were integrating Northeast.  
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Bob Kadwell: So they bused white kids out of here over to Northeast, it makes a lot of sense. 
We never could figure that one out.  

Laura Kadwell: That's happened. So they went to Holland, they went to Webster over in 
Northeast. They went to Northeast Junior High School and then one went to 
North to high school and one went to South. They had open schools and we 
were primarily in the open school program throughout the years.  

Bob Kadwell: Our daughter went to North. When it had the Summatech program. I don't 
know if you've heard of that program or not.  

Laura Kadwell: It was a precursor to STEM basically.  

Bob Kadwell: Yeah. It was originally concepted as a science and technology magnet school.  

Laura Kadwell: Well, you've talked to Bud Brophy. His son went Summatech.  

Bob Kadwell: And our daughter went there, but she went on, they developed the arts 
program. I don't know, she wound up in something else. 

Laura Kadwell: They also had a dance program, she got into dance. She didn't stick with that 
math part. 

Malaika: Is there anything in particular that you hope new residents know about the 
history of this community? Anything in particular you hope new residents 
moving in would know or learn about the history of this neighborhood?  

Bob Kadwell: I think it would be good if they understood some of the history of the 
neighborhood and how things developed. And I don't know how you, one of the 
ways is what you're doing and making this kind of information available. But 
what I see a lot of going on is a lot of reinventing the wheel. And that's partly 
because there's not been any way of getting these stories about how things 
developed here into the general understanding. For example, one of the things 
that's going on right now is there's a group in Homewood who, they're trying to 
form a group. They want to increase community relationships and engagement 
of neighbors with neighbors and so on. And I've talked to several of the people 
that are involved in that and I'm not participating. I think it's time for the 
younger people to take over and decide and I can kick back and watch. But I 
think that they're reinventing the wheel in that sense. They don't have a good 
understanding of what has gone before. It doesn't mean that you have to follow 
that particular path, but it gives you some background to work against in terms 
and that hasn't happened. So I'm 100 percent in favor of your little project here. 
You know, in terms of creating some of that because there was just a lot of 
information that got lost.  
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Bob Kadwell: And that's just by way of one example. When I was on the Willard-Homewood 
Organization, there's some lots down here on Washburn Avenue. They're just 
north of 55 we called them, well there were two. One was the triangle lot and 
the other one was several lots that were on Washburn. And these lots could not 
be developed at the time. We were looking at infill housing but we couldn't 
build an affordable infill house there because the soil conditions were so bad 
that it either had to be major excavation and soil replacement done or else 
there had to be constructed on pilings which significantly add to the cost of a 
single family home. And so those lots were never developed. And I'm thinking 
it's only maybe 10 years ago, 12 years ago, could be a little longer ago than that, 
but not a whole lot. A developer wanted to develop some townhouses down on 
Washburn and there was a big hoopla that was raised. Some of the neighbors 
didn't want it because they didn't want townhouses, not in my backyard and so 
on. But the other thing was, it was this issue of the soil conditions combined 
with, when thee are heavy rains, the storm sewer backs up down there and 
totally floods the intersection, I think Eighth and Washburn and a little bit south 
of there. And, you can walk in waist deep water and there are reasons for that.  

Laura Kadwell: Which we don't need to go into... 

Bob Kadwell: The city, you know, would need to address. Well, I attended a public hearing 
where the city planning department was going to provide almost $200,000 in 
money for soil correction for this developer to do these town houses down 
here. And his claim was, 'well, when I bought the lots, I didn't know about it.' 
Well, this information was well known and the city planning people knew about 
it at the time. Now what the city planning people in that sense have also lost 
their sense of history along the way and if they'd looked hard enough that  
information would have been in their files. But that's just the kind of, I think, 
loss that occurs and you wind up reinventing the wheel. I have a distinct 
preference to avoid reinventing the wheel but it doesn't always happen.  

Malaika: Are there any other things that I didn't ask that you'd like to talk about in the 
history of this neighborhood?  

Bob Kadwell: I can't think of a whole lot that I've left out. You got some thoughts there?  

Laura Kadwell: Well, one thing that I would say is that at least at the time we moved in, there 
was a lot of property crime in the neighborhood and I don't think I know 
anybody who was not broken into at least once and maybe six times. And that 
seems to have abated a lot. There's more communication among neighbors, for 
one thing. And so if somebody sees a suspicious car in the alley or whatever, it 
gets broadcast. That's one thing Facebook is really good for.  

Bob Kadwell: Block clubs helped that.  
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Laura Kadwell: Block clubs have helped, yes. That's been a really good thing, I think, is that. On 
the other hand, I'm a big believer in the notion that crime generally doesn't 
disappear, it moves someplace else. And so I'm not sure that we've really 
addressed the underlying causes of crime. We've just moved people in here who 
are more watchful and therefore people go someplace else to do their drug 
deals or whatever the heck they're doing. The one thing that I would say in 
response to that question that you asked earlier about the community of the 
future, if you will, what do you want people to know? I just hope people have a 
community here, as opposed to a bunch of houses where people go out their 
backs you know, into the alley and take their car and go someplace else. And 
that's how they live. And I think that's happening. It was amazing to me, Bob's 
accident last week in the alley. There were two older people who have been the 
community a long time, different races, trying to help him up and get him on his 
way, which was impossible. There was a guy who hasn't been in the 
neighborhood more than a year who, while we were at the hospital, was 
clearing out our driveway. That kind of stuff. I just think that's so important and 
it's the relationships between people, whatever color they are and whatever 
economic background or this or that. I just hope that the community maintains 
itself.  

Bob Kadwell: Yes, because we had the advantage of experiencing that and still do.  

Laura Kadwell: Yeah. And I think the adversity that we experienced moving in, of course, 
created community and when people don't have the adversity, will they have 
the community? Now two of the new neighbors who have moved in have held 
open houses, like a month after they've moved in. Invited everybody around to 
come and meet them and see the house and this and that. That's great. I hope 
that kind of thing continues.  

Bob Kadwell: The other thing that I think that has been important in recent years, and I meant 
to mention this, is I think that George and Bev operating that studio has just 
been a huge contribution to the entire community. And it goes beyond our 
immediate community here as well because it extends. I mean when they have 
an opening or people can go over there and have meetings and so on and so 
forth. If they have an art opening, people from all over the city come there. It 
provides a broader exposure, if you will, of this community as well. So I think 
that's been a huge contribution. I wanted to mention that I really, really do.  

Malaika: Well, thank you so much. I could sit here and listen for many, many more hours 
about all of your stories and I appreciate you sharing just this little bit with me. 
Thank you.  

Bob Kadwell: You're very welcome. You know it's been good for me to go back through and 
re-.  
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Laura Kadwell: Yeah, this has been a real gift to those of us who've been here. I'm sorry. I 
interrupted you. Those of us who've been here for a while to have somebody 
kind of exploring, you know, what it was then and I do. On a more selfish note, I 
do want people to know that these houses wouldn't be here without people 
who came and were, I mean pioneers is a little overused word and it's a little 
dramatic, but who were willing to live in some less than ideal conditions in order 
to, yes benefit ourselves. We got nice houses and stuff, but in order to save, 
preserve this community and preserve it for what I think was a greater good 
than simply having a nice house. I think everybody who moved in here wanted 
the neighborhood, the community, the community aspect. Not just a place to 
live. And I hate to see that go if you will, but we won't be here to see it. So 
that'll be what it's going to be.  

 


